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SOUTHERN ASSOCIATION. losing their importance and their support— 


The Southern Association of Universalists Much has been done, to hide their deformities 
held their Semi-Annual Session in Attlebo-|from human. eyes; for ages has all the strength 
rough, Mass.on Wednesday and Thursday the | of the clerical phalanx, ‘been e employed to Se- 
Y and 10 of June. cure from the public gaze, the mysterious 

Br. Senasrian Streerer, Moder. Pro. Tem,| image, that has been set up, as an object for the 

‘Thore.were Twenrcy brethren in the min- blind homage of a superstitious world. But, 
istry present. Four laborers were received into |!" despite of their strength and cunning , the 
the fellowship of the ministry. Six discourses Vell has been rent asunder, the secret recesses 
were delivered by Brs. J. Furize, HL. Baxiou,2, Of the temple of the mystery of darkness, have 
T. Wiirrrmor®, 8. Srreerer, T. Jones, and | ‘been penetrated, its idols have been exhibited 
H. Barroc—All ex isting aikenitine were in open day, and their hideous forms exposed 
amicably adjusted, and settled—Br. P. Dean) to public view. 
of Boston was once more received in Fellow.| It is true, that in the progress of this work, 
ship—The Association decided, in future to 4 great diversity of opinion has existed ; sects 
have but one session in the year, to be held: have multiplied in a great degree, and man 
the first Wednesday and Thursday in June, | have fecred, that the downfall of all religion, 
| would be the final consequence. But, we think 
‘these fears to be groundless. These differen- 
— ces, undoubtedly originate, in amore extensive, 

TO ALL THAT LOVE TRUTIL, ‘free, and impartial investigation, than was en- 
Pc ne NaeOn ‘couraged, or even permitted, in the darker 
AS TT IS IN JESUS. aves; “and that every new system is, In some 

Beiovenp Breruhren,— he period has arriv- degree, an improvement on the old, we may 
ed, when again it becomes our pleasing duty to fairly infer from the fact, that the opinions of 
address you, on the most important, as w ell as men are becoming more and more Jiberal, and, 
the most de! ightful subject, the cause of truth, of course,more and more beneficial to mankind. 
and the progress of the principles of Universal For, the more liberal our felis, the stronger 
Benevolence. When we contemplate the the excitements to moral virtue, the more dis- 
great revolutions that are taking place in the interested our benevolence, and hence, the 
moral world; when we behold the rapid ad- better and the more honorably, we shall fill our 

vances of the “ true light,” thatnow shineth, several stations, and discharge our several 
when we witness the power of the gospel of duties in society. 
the grace of life, over the limited systems of ‘Therefore, so far are we, from entertaining 
darkness, superstition and death, we look for-' any fearful apprehensions on the subject, that 
ward with rapture, to that glorious era, when, we view all these various movements, as being 
we trust, its triumph shall be complete, and effected by the operation of the leaven of truth, 
when all men shall join the celestial chorns, which will haally, purify the whole mass, and 
and chaunt the heavenly theme, “ Glory to reconcile the world to God. 

God in the highest, peace on earth, good will) Brethren, weak and imperfect beings as we 
to men;”—When the visionar y terrors of an are, it is not tobe expected, that we should be . 
endless hell, shall have ceased to operate on the absolutely free from error; nev ertheless, after 
human mind; when love to God, love to man, reviewing all the creeds of men, reasoning trom 
and an inviolable attachment to the laws of what we see and learn of the divine Being, ia 
moral virtue, shall form the only principles of his works and in his word, we think ourselves 
aX sete and the true basis of the conduct of man, justific ‘din saying, that the fundamental arti- 

» all his moral and social relations. cles of our belief, completely harmonize with 

From what is known, of the changes, that! all his atrtibutes,and inculcate,in the strongest 
have been effected, during the last halfcentury, | possible manner, Our duty to Him, to our 
and the prevalence of liberal christianity, at} neighbor, and ourselves. While then, inspiv- 
the present period, we cannot but. indulge the/ed with divine Benev vlence, we anticipate the 
pleasing anticipation,that a short lapse of vears, | fin: al restoration of all intelligent beings, to ho- 
will witness its undisputed, and univ ersal pre-| linesspand happiness, way the same spirit in- 
dominance in the human breast. We hail it)duce US to make use of every exertion, to pro- 
aS a happy omen, as a welcome harbinger of | mote the work of goudness, and to evince, to 
the conquest of tight and truth, that the terrific, those around us, that the holy religion we pro- 
the abominable, and unmerciful doctrines of) fess, exists, bot in nominal ‘profession, forms 
past times, are fast on the wane, and are daily and rituals, but in the heart:—And that, * thé 





and adjourned to meet in South Wilbraham, 
mi dune, 1825. 
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grace of God, which bringeth salvation to all| By order and in behalf of the Southern As. 
men, teacheth us, that denying ungodliness and sociation. 

worldly lusts, we should live soberly, right- JACOB FRIEZE, Cleri. 
eously and godly in the present world.” June 15, 1824. 


« The Southern Association of Universal- | ae | 
ists,’ convened at Attleborough, on Wednes- ee 
day and Thursday, the 9th and 10th inst. and | PROVERBS XV. 32, 33. 
we can truly sav, it was a season of refreshing | “ He that refuseth instruction despiseth his own soul : 
to our souls. The religious services, which but he that heareth reproof, geiteth wndersiandiny, 


and } The fear of the Lord is wstruction of wisdom; and 
were numerous, were solemn, devout, and in- igfwe honor 40 Aanniiity,” 


structive, and were attended by a numerous, C 
¥ oncluded from page 66. 
respectable, and attentive audience. And a (e from pag ) 
numerous and correct choir of singers, added 
much interest to the occasion, by the chaste s Vini ( 
and excellent performance of a judicious se- for his acceptance or belief, more especially i 
lection of sacred music. Twenty brethren,| his salvation depends on believing that which 
united in the great work of preaching the im-|!§ truth. While, therefore, such diversity of 
partial grace and sovereign love of God, were | Opinion exists in the world on points of doc- 
collected together, from various parts of the. a , a faith ane pee: it becomes 
vineyard of our Lord, and the intelligence, / Me Cury ©  cadiainn thao es gn gactenlen: 
received from each other, of the progress oft? critically examine the merits of every reli- 
~ .- ~«- - ne . a. . an F 22 & . 

divine truth, was such, as to gladden our hearts, | $!0Us theory and the evidence by which it is 
and to excite in us, lively emotions of gratitude Supported, 4 to falsity - ~ & as CONVINC- 
and praise, to the bountiful Parentof the human | ¢¢ of the truth or falsity of the theory or sys- 
race. Four brethren, qualified for the work, te™- lo this examination we are exhorted by 

e . . | . , - - © ‘ . , ‘ ; re 
received letters of pater and are gone|the a _ -" ee words ; : Prove all things, 
forth, to — the * good tidings of great joy, hold ast that which is good. 
which shall be to all people.” 


—— > 





It is the duty of every man to carefully in- 
vestigate and examine whatever is presented 





’ ‘ idee much importance to be trifled with, and are 
Brethren, we will not withhold from you, rane & oe Cee 
the joy we experience, in giving you the -). | not disposed to receive or believe any doctrine 
Saitald ios eiiaditlen itah ban! £ ‘whatever, without careful examination. Nor 
Cee See eT ee een One TO ane digs disposed to call upon others to believe 
. e . . . . . « i 

— tg aye hogging ~ age — — the doctrine they advance without giving them 
duals in i be er . _— £ Tacen watt SO’ suflicient and ample evidence of its trath— 
much regret, anc such general interest, have,|phoy therefore, feel it their duty, in demon- 
at —— aes Sao ew thus,  strating by scripture and reason any point ot 
yeace and harnvony restored,to the satisfaction |. “i, ite, pean age a 

4s ‘ > ’ » : . inectle s at 
tila tiatioieh: ak aa tbat. ts tate dle | truth whatever, o remove such objections as 
0] ent ; 1 liscomfitur £ sy Mikadiatis P”' they believe exist in the minds of those whom 
poarsce mer ange” ais pel | gal dae ithey would instruct, and by fair and candid ar- 
opposers—and we Coudt not, that we, that you,| sument show tke fallacy of the idea on which 
one and all, will unite our exertions, hence. |}, cbjection is predicated. ‘This they eudea- 
forsh, ” abba the ee up of any rool vor to do without any allusion to those who 
ol bitterness, whereby peace and harmouy may, believe the error; them, personally they have 
—* be Paes agi May pass examples | nothing to do with, it is the error they would 
suffice, as a serious a mOnTtIOR ko — on {0| detect and expose and this every nan has a 
labor, to * keep the unity of the spirit in the) ; hile 


iright to do. 
‘ 9? ; >" ' , : 
bund of pence. | If then, exposing and refuting error, or false 


We would now, return our acknowledge- | doctrine, by fair and candid argument is black - 
ments to the brethren at Attleborough, for their) wuardism, and running down others, Univer- 
gencrous hospitality and kind attention to us,! salists must plead guilty to the charge. But 
during the session: and we sincerely, pray,| however serious the charge, they will contend, 
that they may be rewarded, an hundred fold,)as honest and upright men who seriously and 
into their own bosoms, for their labor of love. | devoutly believe and love the truth of God, te 

Finally, dearly beloved, in the Lord; we/merit the charge. Of this no man has any 
exhort you to move on, with the prize in view, /right to complain, and none will complain but 
in the glurious cause, in which you have en-! those who are so prejudiced in favor of parti- 
raved ; let no consideration turn you aside|cular tenets or doctrines, that they are deter- 
from the truth, let nothing divert your atten-| mined to adhere to them whether right or 
tion from the great interests of the Redeemer’s! wrong, and who consequently feel themselves 
kingtfoin. Be guided, in all your concerns in |injured when their errors are exposed in all 
life, by the precepts of the gospel, and thus!their native deformity, and are presented, 


glorify God, do honor to bis cause, benefit your-/even in their own view, too absurd to be be- 
selves and others, promote the highest interest lieved. 

of Society, thereby proving yourselves worthy | Instead of yielding to the truth the mind, 
the name you bear. God grant us strength |blinded by prejudice, refuses to listen to the 
arguinent, or to receive the weight of testime 


and wisdom so to do, Ameu. 


Universalists consider salvation a subject of 
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- advanced, and being unable to painsay orjobscurity from the scriptures on this point. 
re iat the evideice, has no way left but to ‘call | He says, ‘ for God sg loved the world, that he 
it blackguardism and an attempt to destroy |gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
others. Thus under the influence of strong believeth on him “should not perish, but have 
pre possessions in favor of preconceived opin-|everlasting life.” But the utter o* pega | 
‘ons men “ refuse instruction.” The wise!of it without this, 1s directly implied, as well 
man saith “he that refuseth instruction des-jas positively declared in the passage quoted 
yiseth his own soul, but he that heareth reproof!from Mark. 
vetteth understanding. ‘The fear of the Lord T. Kem. I know of none who believe that 
is instruction of evidence, and before honor is|God will save men in unbelief—it is by ex- 
humility.” We ought never to be too proud,|tending to them the knowledge of the truth 
nor too wise in our own conceit to hear reproot|that he saves them ; and this he will do to all 
or to receive instruction. He, that is, “« des-|in his own due time; ‘ ‘The hand of the Lord 
iseth his own soul”—as he wickedly and tool-|is not shortened’ at all, ‘ thatit cannot save ;’ 
ishly deprives himself of that happiness and!by men’s ‘ dying in their sins,’ though mere 
joy produced by an increase of knowledge in human tradition “has asserted it roundly, as it 
divine things. Peter addressed his brethren|has a thousand other follies, making ‘void a 
who had obtained like precious faith with him-jgreat part of the gospel, as the Jews did the 
self in these words. “ Grace and peace be|law, Mark vil. 13. But many deny that ail men 
multiplied unto you through the kNowLepGeE| will ever become believers, which is evidently 
of God and Jesus our Lord, according as his|insinuated in the passage I am remarking on, 
divine power hath given unto us all things |though not directly said: But the scriptures 
that pertain unto life and godliness, through fully assert it, by declaring, that “ All shall 
the k nowledge of him that hath called unto olo- know him,” ‘God,) and that it is « Life eter nal 
ry and virtue.” = If grace and peace are mul-|to know him, and Jesus Christ;’? which makes 
tuplied unto us Seine the knowledge of God, |this knowledge and believing, one and the 
and Jesus our Lord, surely this knowledge ts|same thing, Indeed, without making all men 
desirable asit brings us into the possession of|believers, God could not properly be said to 
salvation through faith in the promises of our|love the world at all, which this text, (Mark 
fiod. He therefore who rejects instruction |i. 16,) fully asserts that he does; for unbe- 
may be truly said ae maha n soul, and/lievers are the world in scripture language, 
the wise man with equal propriety informs us Johu xvii. 25; and believers are said to be, 
that “the heart of him that hath understand-|‘ not of the world,’ John vii. 14, 16. ‘But God 
ing seeketh knowledge: but the mouth of fouls; so loved the world,’ &c. and ‘ will have all men 
feedeth on foolishness.” to be saved, and to come unto the knowledye 

—— of the truth, 1 ‘Tim. i. 4—and, ‘ Vhat the 

wnat fue Cwie ekestrer tae caren. world may know thou haat sent, said Jesus, 

[INQUIRY AND REMARKS. John XVil. 40, that is become believers. 
‘ ; kK. And amoung all the beliefs or faiths in 
(Concluded from our last.) the world, we may positively determine which 

kK. But Christ says, St. Mark xvi. 16, “ Helis the right and acceptable one, and this b 
that believeth not shall be damned :” there-| asking, what Is that faith which Christ will ac- 
fore this belief is the application of the reme-|cept? Will he accept of any faith with the 
dy. article of love left out? No, for in this case, 

~T. Rem. The gift of faith, is the first appli-|he might receive an enemy. 

cation of the remedy to the soulsof men. “Hel TL Rem. St. Paul knew of but one faith. 
that believeth not shall be dawned, in his own|Eph. iv. 6, ¢ That faith which Christ will ac- 
conscience, that is condemned, till he knows|cept!? What? accept as an act from us, as 
God and Clirist, and then “ God will be mer-|some kind of equi ivalent for his grace! ‘This 
ciful to his unrighteousness.” Every man! sounds not a little ike Simon the Sorceror’s of- 
must be dumned or condemned in his own con-| fering money to purchase the power of confer- 
science, before he can be saved ; “© That every {ring the eift of the Holy Ghost. The gift of 
mouth may be stopped, and all the world be- God is free, Rom. vii. 32, ‘ How shall he not 
come guilty before God” sooner or Jater, Rom.| with him also, freely give us all things: Also, 
iii, 19. And, “ He that ey not, is con-! Rom. v.15, 16. ‘There hever was any faith in 
demned already.” Jolin ui. 18. But no manjChrist without love. Faith imphes reliance, 
can remain forever im inbelief - © God hath|but no man ever relied on Christ for salvation, 
highly ex xalted him that every tongue should| without loving him: ‘ We love him because 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory {he first loved us.’ 1 John iv. 19. Faith is the 
of God the Father,’ Phil. ii. 9, 10, 11 —Bui, gift of God, not a benelit we bestow on God. 
“ Whosoever shall contess that Jesus is the/Christ dces indeed receive enemies: dou’t be 
Son of God, God dwelleth in him, and he in affrighted my friend, for he never fails of mak- 
God,” 1 Johniv. 15; and, ‘ with the mouth ing them his friends, Ps. Ixviii. 18 * Thou 
confession is made unto salvation,’ Rom. x. 10. hast received gifts for nen; yea, for the re- 
A‘ Christ himself has stated this distinction, | bellious also, that the Lord God wight dwell 
(John iii. 16,) which if kept in view, clears alljamung them.’ Rem. 8,10, ‘ But God cum- 
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mendeth his lov e uanaede us; inthat while we 
were yet sinners, Christ died for us —For if 
when we were enemies, we were reconciled to 
God by the death of his Son: much more be- 
ing reconciled, we shall be saved by his life.’ 

K All wicked men and Devils may believe 
all the facts concerning Christ’s redemption, 
and the former might be received to Heaven, 
with all their sin and guilt, if this were the 
faith enjoined or required: But this cannot 
be. The contrary therefore is positive, it must 
be a faith which works by love. 

T. Rem. All wicked men may believe, be- 
come saints, and be received to Heaven, with- 
outany of theirsin or guilt ; for 1 Tin. i. 15, 
‘ This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all ac- 
ceptation, that Jesus Christ came into the 
world to save sinners ;’ for if they believe all 
the facts concerning Chr ist’s redemption, they 
will believe, that ‘ “by grace they are sav ed,’ 
and guilt will cease ; for, 
on him is not condewined,’ John im. 18. 
cannot believe all these facts without love. 





K. If these remarks may cast any light ie Fhe laration, which deserve the 
the above questions; itis a sufficient reward |tice: Ist, “ No recusant (i. e. "P upist) 
lhave the benefit of this declaration. —~Qdly, 
The declaration of the | Nor such as were not present at the whole of 


to one who wishes to communicate truth. 
T. Remark general. 
Pte that % all have gone astray, and the 
ord hath laid on him (Christ,)*the iniquity of) 





‘He that believ eth | bull- buiting, 
Men | the meaner sort of people p srohibited) bowling 


BOR of “SPORTS ,a wr Or declaration 
drawn up by Bishop Morton in the reign of 
King James ‘I, to enc ourage recreations and 
sports on the Lord’s ¢ cay. It was to this ef- 
fect: “ That for his ood people’s recreation 
his Majesty’s pleasure was, that, after the end 
of divine service, they should not be disturbed, 
letted, or disc ouraged, from any lawful recrea- 
tions; such as dancine, either of men or wo- 
men ; archery for men ; leaping, vaulting, or 
any such harmless recreations ; vor having of 
may-games, itsonales, or morrice-dances ¢: or 
setting BOP of may-poles, or other sports: there- 
with used, so as the same may be had in due 
and convenient time, without. impediment or 
let of divine service; and that women shonld 
have leave to carry paar to the church for 
the decorating of it, according to their old eus- 
toms ; withal prohibiting all unlawful games 
to be used on Sundacvs only ; as becar-baiting, 
interludes, and at all times (11 


| f wo or three restraints were anuexed to the 
reader's no- 
Was to 


divine service—Nor, 3dly, such as did not 
keep to the own parish c hurches, that is, J’x- 


us all, plainly implies, that all men are per-| ritans.” 


fectly ransomed from the curse of the law, be-| 


This declaration was ordered to be read in 


ing as the words unmediately preceding asser t,/all the parish churches of Lancashire, which 


healed with his str ipes. And to pretend that) 


the law once cancelled by the blood of Jesus, ithat it w 


abounded with Papists ; and Wilson adds, 
was tohave been read in all the chur- 


can demand and receive satisfaction over a- i ches of England, but that archbishop Abbot. 
cain, for the same offence, 1 is absurd and dis- | being at Croydon, flatly forbade its being read 


honorable to God—it is attributing fraud and | 
the highest injustice to him. 
tion raised, ‘in what sense the Lord hath laid | 


there. In the reign of king Charles 1. arch- 


And the ques- | bishop Laud put the king upon republishing 


this declaration, which was accordingly done. 


ou him (Christ) the iniquity of us all,’ andan-!‘Phe court had their balls, masquerades and 


swering, “ Not in a sense which absulves 


all! 


plays, on the Sunday evenings ; while the 


men froin their guilt,’ isan insinuation of fraud | youth of the country were at their morrice 


in God, aud a denial of the atonement. 


i 


FOR THE MESSENGER OF PEACE. 
Mr. Enrror,- 

It may not be improper, occasionally, to lay 
before the readers of your paper, such extracts 
as will inform them of the state of religion in 
former times, and give them the knowledge of 
those facts, which are recorded on the faithful 
page of history that shews how vastly differ- 
ent were the views and practices of those who 
were Zealously pious in former days from those 
of the present day who claim the possession of 
all religion and piety. To which, we are to 
charge, , superstitious ignorance, aud spiritual 
blindiess,I will not presume to say being willing 
to leave it to community to determine on this 
peint for themselves. Should you think it 
proper to publish the following extracts enti- 
tied “ Book of Sports” from ” Bucks Theolo- 
gical Dictionary L shall be much pleased to 
See it iu your paper. 

Yours, 
CYPRIAN, 








dances, may-games, church and clerk ales, snd 
all such kind ‘of revelling. The severe press- 
ing of this declaration made sad havock among 
the Puritans, as it was to be read in the chur- 
ches. » Many poor clergymen strained their 
consciences in submission to their superiors. 
Some, after publishing it, immediately read 
the fourth commandment to the people : _— 
“Remember the Sabbath-day, to keep i it holy 3°? 
adding, “ This is the law of God :” the other, 
«The injunction of man.” Some put it upon 
their curates, whilst great numbers absolutely 
refused to comply : the consequence of which 
was, that several clergymen were actually 
suspended for not reading it.—Such, alas, was 
the awful state of the times ! 
ceuaiiliadinis 
PLEASURES OF RELIGION. 

If a man can find no enjoyment except when 
directly engaged in seeking his own happt- 
ness, his pleasures must be necessarily Iimi- 
ted, as well as selfish. But if with the love of 


God and the love of man rei guing in his heart, 
he takes delizht in rendering others happy, hits 
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sources of pleasure u must be abundant and per- | 
petual. To cultivate a spirit of bene volence: 
is at once then our interest and our duty. | 

« Look not every man on his own things,” > 
says the benevolent apostle, ‘but every man, 
also on the things of others. Remember the) 
words of the Lord Jesus, how he said, it ts 
more blessed to give than to recetve.”” Remem- 
ber the exigences of the poor, of the friendless, 
of the afflicted, and of the ignorant; and con- 
nect with their miseries their claims ; their | 
claims on your commiseration, your * atte and | 
property. ‘think how many of your fellow 
creatures, with natura! susceptibilities of de- 
‘ight not inferior to your own are altogether 
-trangers to your happicess, and destitute of 
the moral and divinely prescribed means of 
discovering the way to its attainment! are noi 
nyriads perishing for lack of knowledge F 

Are you not in possession of the treasures of 
Divine truth by whic h they may become “ wise 
unto salvation,” and happy through an un- 
changing eternity ? Remember that “he who 
winneth souls, to the paths of peace and gio- 
ry, 1s by the highest authority, ‘ wise 3’? he Is 
wise in seeking for himselt and for others the 
happiness of immortality; for they who are 
thus wise “ shall heventtat shine with the 
brightness of the firmainent, and they that turn | 
many to righteousness, as the stars for ever) 
and ever.°—Burder’s Lectures. 
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though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be white 


Come together, 


Lord: 


as SNOW ; 


NOM, 
though they be red like crimson, they shall be 
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REASON is defined as “ that faculty 
power of the mind whereby just conclusions 
are formed from true and clear principles.— 
Without reason we should be no better than | 
what we term the brutal creation. 
roam in the desert, uncivilized and destitute 
of all those social affections, which unite us in 
society and be entire strangers to the advan- 
tages of civil government, and the blessings of 
religious aud moral affection. 


We should | 





It is by this faculty or power of the mind,}quence to him in time and in eternity. 
‘are not to be allowed the exercise of our rea 


called reason that we are able to distinguish | 
between truth and falshood, mght and wrong, , 
comparing the evidences presented i in proof of | 
auy thing whatever, and drawing those just | 
conclusions which demonstrate to our minds 
the truth of what is before us. Without rea-| 
son to distinguish, we might remain forever 
in evror, and with us there could be neither’! 
Those wise jurists learned in| 


bigntoer wrong 


rian has as rood re right to demand Iny 
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the law, ohn have labored | With much success, 
treatingon the nature and magnitude of crimes, 
that jurors might be able rightly to award pun- 
the have laid it 
‘down as a correct principle that crime should 
be measured by the capacityof the actor to 
distinguish betwixt right and wrong, and his 
ability to understand the difference between 
truth and falsehood. When a man is found 
destitute of reason he is not considered as 
crimibal whatever may be the deed, and for 
this good reason, he possessed not that power 
of the mind necessary to Graw just conclusions 
from true and clear principles. Were men, 
then, destitute of reason they would not be a- 
menable to any moral law,as they would be des- 
titute of all that could constitute then MoraL 
beings. 

Reason is necessary to social life, it is ne- 
cessary to the promotion of the genera!,as well 
without it 


er we, 


as private welfare of community ; 
no advancement could ever have been made in 
any science whatever. Without it, those stu- 
pendous works of art that have immortalized 
both ancients and moderns would never have 
been known, and the discovery of philosophy 
would have slept in eternal night. In one 
word, reason is necessary to direct in all the 
provident concerns of life, for by it alone, we 
are enabled to devise the means necessary for 
our daily support, domestic felicity and com 
mon preservation. 

Many have endeavored to prove that rEa« 
sON is inimical to revelation, and have tryed te 


or) persuade us, thatif we would goin the way of 


‘truth, we must lay aside our reason, as reason 


is carnal and cannot discern spiritual thing- 
hence if we follow reason, as a blind guide she 
will lead us into the ditch, and we shall fal! 
never to rise again, 

It is singular that reason is absolutely ne- 
cessary in all the concerns of life, except in 
that which isconsidered as of th weuftmost impor 
at is ol conse. 


If Ve 


tance toman as embracing all th 


son in determining what is truth and what ts 
‘falsehood, how shall we be able to choose that 
system of doctrine which is right. Oue secta 
umplhi 


cit consent to his ductrine as another, and if 


is forme subinissively to receive his dogmas 


however absurd. Absurd or consistent is all 


oneas Lam not allowed to exert any power 
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bis : . judge even of himself what is right ? hs 
ny spiritual guide. On this ground the Ma- judge even of himself what is right What 
a. ; . {system of doctrine—what mode of worship— 
hometan can, with as much propriety, claim 
son—what sect of Christians he shall unite 
' ith— ther with any one, in all its mi- 
Bible, and the Grand Lama may call upon me| W!th and whether with any one, in all its mi 
with equal consistency to devote myself to his 
tive and Catholic church.” What church is 
that? All churches lay claim to that title: 
of no use without reason. Revelation presents 
. ’ S d oO t ° ° . . . 
to the eye of reason, what reason had no other nat tee decided without previous inquiry. * But 
there is a living infallible guide upon earth, 
in examining what revelation unfolds, that we ‘ ble?) Wh eho? Mane 
, ‘ouble. ere isher M; ny 
may draw just conclusions as to the truth and a ao 2 . iny deny 
| there is any such unerring guide, and infalli- 
Boston published five discourses on the right | sovereign judge of religious controversy, are 
and duty of private judgment, inthe year 1749, | not yet fully agreed who he 1s; or whether in- 
« But were we disposed to leave matters of! cide disputable matters with full as much as- 
this consequence to reference, who shall be the | surance and lordliness as it would become in- 
tig co » 4 op Vpe . , one 7 
of Siam have one — of religion; the Wuf- from a possibility oferring, ‘Those who claim 
ti at Constantinople, another: and Christians, | infallibility, vften decide and order as if they 
are even some focls who say in their heart, neering as much, as if it unquestionably be- 
there is no God; and not only in their heart, longed to them. 
. . | ° - = 
How shall we know on which side the truth) Hvad of the church of England, as by law es- 
lies, without examination’ But suppose we tablished; which church claims power to de- 
° . ° > « | . $ ° . ° 
those who maintain a revelation from Godr Is! But his Holiness at Rome thinks this a bold 
it reasonable to give in to either party, before) infringement of his prerogative, and universal 
are several sects of them, the principal of which!a_ rational pe without judging evenof our- 
are Jews, Mahometans and Christians. It can-| selves which is in the right ? Or whether eith- 
But —e we are convinced that the Chris-| church of Rome; and as such, has authority 
tian religion is true, do not Christians differ) therein in matters of faith, worship and disci- 
their common revelation, as to agree in hardly! truly primitive, apostolical church of England, 
any thing besides the name of Christians ?—,as lately established by human laws. But ne- 
only truth, but salvation also, is confined to| Head of his own church? And consequently, 
themselves? Do they not deal out theircurs-| whether these are not three different churches, 
and deati:, (not indeed in. sport, like other|settled with regard to these points ; and they 
fools, but) in sober earnest ? are such as cannot be well determined without 








i may possess, to examine into the merits of|but to sit down, and exercise as well as he 
the case but must receive it at the dictation of |”, his own intellectual powers ; and se to 
what form of church government and disej- 
my acceptance and belief of the Alcoran, as/pline, is most agreeable to sy Sa and rea- 
the christian can demand my reception of the 
nute and distinguishing tenets and usages >— 
‘ «A man —- himself to the true, primi- 
worship. We would not exalt reason above 
revelation, but we say that revelation would be 
and the question to be decided is, which of 
them supports its claim the best P Which can- 
means of comprehending, but an exercise of the 
faculties or powers of the mind are necessary|to whom it is easy to repair ; and then we may 
be sure of being in the right without any far- 
propriety of what is revealed. “The venerable! pj. umpire as confidently as others affirm it. 
and pious Dr. Jonathan Mahew, formerly of| But even those who agree that there is such a 
-— which he expresses himself as foll fallibility be to be found in one single person 
in which he expresses NIMSEM as TOMOWS :—- Jormore. ‘The heads of all sects usually de- 
judges? ‘There are almost as many opinions|fallibility itself to do it, although they do not 
in the world, as there are men. The Talapoins all, inso many words, pretend to be exempted 
a third; andsoon. And almost all alledge were fallible; and those who do not claim it, 
divine revelation in their own favor. ‘There are often full as positive, and given to domi- 
but repeat it with their lips also. © Now shall We know the King of Great Britain, (or 
we submit to the Theists, or to the .dtheists 2? the Queen, ina female reign) is the Supreme 
embrace Theism, what sect of the Theists shall eree rites or ceremonies, and authority in con- 
we fall in with? With those who deny, or troversies of faith. 
we inquire which has the best of the argument? jurisdiction in ecclesiastical matters. Whose 
But suppose we fall in with the latter, there; word, then, is to be taken? How shall we act 
. . . ' . 
not be a reasonable part to fall in with one, in| er of them beso. Indeed there is no doubt but 
opposition to the other two, without reason.) his holiness is really the Supreme Head ot the 
very widely in their sentiments? Do they not) pline. Thus also the King or Queen of Great- 
differ so much in explaining the doctrines of) Britain, is doubtless the Supreme Head of the 
Are they not divided into many sects, the|vertheless, it may perhaps admit of some dis- 
most of which strenuously maintain, that not; pute whether Jesus Christ is not the Supreme 
es mutually with a liberal hand P Are they| they having each of them a different Supreme 
not continually throwing fire-brands, arrows| Head? It is of some importance to us to be 
Now ainidst these differences and alterca- 
tions, what is the part of a reasonable man, 





some examination, though perhaps a very lit- 
tle may suffice. 
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terest ought to put us upon examining and | the laws and operations of nature, by the in- 
udging for ourselves in religious concerns.— | structions of the spirit of God, in his experi- 
"The same thing might be argued from the fa-jence of the nature and power of religion, or 
culty of reason itself, whichis common to all./did he learn this from close attention to the 
If we suppose an intelligent author of our na-|scriptures? That the scriptures teach this 
ture, who had some design in giving us our divine truth, that God has urposed to restore 
present constitution, it is plain that his end in all things, is an undentable fact. Peter speak- 
endowing us with faculties proper for the in-|1ng of Christ, Says, “ whom the heaven must 
vestigating of truth and right, was, that we| receive until the times of restitution of all 
should exercise them in this way. Each of | things, which God hath spoken by the mouth 
our bodily organs, and animal faculties, has an of all his holy prophets since the world began,” 
apparent final cause. Our eyes are for seeing;| Acts iii. 21, And Paul, “ Having made known 
our ears for hearing ; our hands, for handling ;| unto us the mystery of his will, according to 
our feet, for walking ; &c. Nor is it less ap-) his good pleasure, which he (God) hath PUR- 
parent that our understandings were given us POSED in himself: that in the dispensation 
to be employed in the search of truth, and in| of the fulness of times, he might gather togeth- 
embracing it. ‘Truth is the natural object of er in one, all things in Christ, both which are 
reason, as much as any thing else is the pro-|1n heaven, and which are on earth, even in 
per object of that particular faculty or passion | him.” Ephesians WTO. 
to which God and nature have adapted it. Our| Our inquiry extends still farther, Why has 
obligation, therefore, to inquire after truth, and | God thus proposed to restore all things? His 
judge what is right, may be found within us, own glory and honor demands it. — Imperfec- 
in ourown frame and constitution. ‘This ob-, tion and dishonor in the work, recoils upon the 
ligation is as universal as reason itself; for| author, and he is dishonored. God has there- 
every one that 1s endowed with this faculty, is, | fore purposed to restore all things, that he may 
by the very nature of it, obliged to exercise it not be dishonored by the works of his own 
in the pursuit of knowledge; especially of hand—Ye who disbelieve in the restoration of 
moral and religious knowledge. All men are all things to their primitive state of perfection, 
not obliged to study the mathematics, law and look at this. Y ou profess to honor God, and 
physic. But all are obliged to acquaint them- yet dishonor him, by casting an eternal shade 
selves with their duty—what they owe to God, on the beauty of his works, and involving a 
to their neighbor and themselves. If one man’ portion of his creation in the labyrinth of eter- 
is to think and judge for all the rest of the! nal woe. You say his work was once perfect, 
Species, why Was reason riven to all ? Why, has tallen low from that state ot perfection, and 
was it not confined to him alone who has a that the worldin ruin lies. You say, all things 
right to useit? In short, we may say with as shall not, or will not be restored, but endiess 
much propriety, that we are to see only with ruin shall reign triumphant o’er a large portion 
another's eves, hear with another’s ears, speak of intelligent nature, and imperfection eter- 
with another’s tongue, and walk with another’s nally mark vie labors of your God. ‘Thus you 
feet, and neglect our own; as, that we are to dishonor him when you profess to honor. 
think and judge and believe, with another’s| Hear your own poet. 
understanding.” | ‘* All must be again restored, 
( Concluded in our next.) | So God has greatly purposed, or he would else 
—e— f 
“Thus Heaven ward all things tend. For all were once 








| In his dishonored works, himself endure 
' Dishoior, and be wrong'd without redress.” 


Perfect, and all must be again restored . , 
| “ ’ If then you would honor God reject those 


So God has greatly purposed ; who would else 


In his dishonor’d works himself endure ‘absurd sentiments which dishonor the Creator 
Dishonor, and be wrong’d without redress.” iby attributing to him that weakness which 
CowPER. | renders his works imperfect, or that malignan- 


How noble the sentiment expressed by the! cy which destroys the glory and excellency ot 


truly celebrated poet, in the above quotation.) the divine character. 

* Thus Heaven ward all things tend.” But! ——~ 

why do all things tend, or move towards Hea-' SPLENDID CATHOLIC CHURCH. 
ten ? Answer—* For all were once perfect.”’; ‘The Catholics of Montreal are preparing tu 
Is this the onlyreason? No, there is,another and! erect a magnificent Cathedral, Surpassing ia 
a greaterone. All must be again restored.”’! splendor and magnitude any ecclesiastical ed'- 
testored to what? To that state of perfection) fice on the continent of North-America. It 
in which they were created or made; all in-| wiil be strictly and purely Gothic, after the 
telligent nature restored to holiness and hap-| best models extaut, wil! hold ten thousand 
piness. “So God has greatly purposed”—Ahi !| worshippers and cost four hundred thousand 
indeed, and has God Great iy puxrposep tore-! dollars. Its length is to be 252 feet—breadth 
store all things to their primeval perfection—/ 132, with two towers in front, each 200 feet 
Was the pious, the religious, and learned ‘in height, and it is to have seven altars, the 
Cowper correct In sentiment, when he thus) nigh altar at the ast, behind which is toe be a 
wrote, and may we rely on his testimony—was! zreat window 32 teet by 49. 


"Thus it appears that a regard to our own in-{he taught this truth, from an investigation ot 
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GOD THE ONLY REFUGE OF THE 
AFFLICTED. 
Flow vast is the tribute L owe 
Of gratitude, homage, and praise 
To the giver ofall 1 possess, 


The lite and the length of my days ! 


Thou alone, the great author of all! 
The faithful, unchangeable friend ! 
‘Thou alone all our griefs canst remove, 


Thou alone from all evils detend. 


When the sorrows [ boded were come, 
I pour’d out my sighs and my tears ; 
Aud to him who alone can relieve 


My soul breath’d her vows and her pray’rs. 


When my heart throbb'd with pain and alann, 
When paleness my cheek overspread, 
When sickness pervaded my frame ; 


Then my soulon my maker was staid. 


When death’s 


And no mortal was able to save, 


awful image was nigh, 


Thou didst brighten the valley of death, 


Aud illumine the glooin of the grave. 


Iu mercy thy presence dispels 


The shade of calamity’s night ; 
And turns the sad scene of despair 


‘To a morning of joy and deligit. 


Great source of my comforts restor’d ! 


Thou healer and balm of my woes! 


Thou hope and desire of my soul ! 


On thy mercy Pil ever repose. 


How boundless the gratitude due 
‘fo thee, O thou God of my praise, 
The fountain of all [ possess, 
The light and the life of my days! 
—— 
SONNET TO RELIGION. 
Y[ail! herald of true happiness divine, 
Healer of trouble rth-springing woes; 
Soother of souls oppress d, O dwell with mine, 
My heart possession readily bestows, 
"Tis by thy aid affliction’s wounds are hea!'d, 
‘l'o minds diseas’d thou best of friends are giv’n ; 
The purest comforts are by thee reveal’d, 
When resignation bows the soulto Heav'n. 
Then, ail-eonsoling power, be ever mine, 
O'er my sad soul thy placid sceptre sway ; 
For no sensations are so sweet as thine, 
lheough time's career and at lite’s closing day. 
Thou art the loveliest inmate of the breast, 
And all thy votaries are forever blest. 


and ea 




















Wicd, 


At Columbia-Ville, on the 9th inst. 
Mr. Russet PoTrTer, aged about 40 yeas, 
child to lament his loss. 


Athve 
At Cc! 


year of her age. 


In this City, 
ru JENKINS, 


JERVIS. 


a ___ 


very suddenly, 
leaving a 


tverack, on Tuesday 6th inst. of lingering ill- 
nest, Mary STRUCK, in the 34th, 


1 this City, oa the 9th inst. widow Eunice Piump, 


oa the 10th instant, an infant son of Mr. 
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A NEW UNIVERSALIST PAPER. 
PROPOSALS, 


FOR PUBLISHING BY SUBSCRIPTION, 
Weekly Paper, to be entitled 


THE CHRISTIAN meters 
TO BE EDITED BY 
REV. DAVID PICKERING. 


This work will be printed on good paper, with a hand 
some brevier type, and will be ofa neat quarto size. [1 
will consist, principally, of original matter ; besides 
which, there will be choice selections from a variety of 
the most rare and able productions on theological sub- 
jects. The columns of this paper will be open to pes 
sons of different religious views, who may wish to enter 
the field of temperate and charitable discussion :—but 
the Editor will retain the right of rejecting any commu. 
nication which may contain uncharitable censures 
unreasonable satire, or whose general features may ap- 
pear incompatible with the milduess and purity of the 
Christian character. 

The principal design of this publication will be to 
correct abuses, expose imposture, and disseminate and 
defend by scriptural proots and logical arguments, the 
doctiine of final and universal salvation, by grace alone. 
This paper will be devoted wholly to moral and reli- 
gious subjects, except the Hymeneal and Obituary 


Notices. 
CONDITIONS. 


The Christian Telescope will contain 52 nuinbers, of 
four pages cach, besides an index to the volume, making 
iu the whole, 212 pages quarto. It will be printed eve- 
ry Saturday, and delivered to Subscribers at one dollar 
and fifty cents per volume, if paid in advance, or within 
three months from the date of the first number—one do!l- 
lar and seventy five cents, if paid within six months—or 
two dollars, if paid at the close of the year. 

The first number of THE Cuuistian TEeLescorr 
will be issued from the press the 8th of August next, 
provided 600 copies are engaged by the return of Sub- 
scription papers at the time. 

Providence, R. 1. June 8, 182 


pa —_—-— 


aha 





At the Office of the Messenger of Peace, the Child's 
Scriptural Catechism, by H. BaLiLou, of Boston—This 
catechism is recommended to the notice of parents, who 
wish to direct the ininds of their children to the Holy 
Scriptures; every answer to the questions proposed, be- 
ing passages selected from the divine word, with refer- 
ences to the places where they are to be found. By thi: 
arrangement the child becomes acquainted with many 
important declarations in the Bible, and is induced t 
search the scriptures. 

6 Cents single, 50 Cents per Dozen. 


ALSO, 
BALFOUR’S INQUIRY. 


Cate COM DITIONS 


OF THIS PAPER ARE 


PAID IN ADVANCE. 
MV. B. Persons living in distant towns, if 
they will appoint an agent, by forwarding $5, 
he can receive 6 Papers; and in the same rativ 


for a greater number. 
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